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T O 
The Worthy and Juſtly Eſteem d 
ENTLEMEN 
OF THE 
SOCIETY 
22 
romoting Chriſtian Knowledge 


In and about | 
The Ciryof LONDON. 


CENTLEMEN, 


HE Sermon here put under your 
Protection, was preach'd Novem- 
ber the 17th, 1712. at the Church of 
St. Alban Woodſtreet, to the Com- 
ny of Pariſh-Clerks, an ancient Body, 
422 and 
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and ſtill an inferiour Branch of the Clergy 

of the Eſtabliſh'd Church of England, and 

who therefore, while they keep within the tol 
Bounds of their own Office, ought to be 
ſupported and encouraged by their Saperi. 
ors. I could not but lay hold on fach an 
Occaſion, to recommend Pſalmody, a gren 
Part of the Buſineſs of Pariſh-Clerks, and 
in which they are Guides to our worſhip 
ping Congregations; and what our Pan 
chial Clergy ought to promote, and to tak: 
particular Care of; that as Pſalmody i 
an important Part of Divine Publick Servic 
ſo it may be perform'd in a pertinent, {: 
rious, reverent, and agreeable Manner 
Otherwiſe the Remiſneſs of the Prieſt maj 
make the Clerk, tor want of Aſſiſtance an 
Favour, do his Office careleſſy, and bring 
that facred Employment ihto Diſeſteem, 2 
ſome of our ſuperiour Clergy, while the 
ſeldom or never read the Prayers of the Chun 
in their own Perſons, bur leave them 1 
their Curates, whoſe Salary is oft ſo mes 
and ſcandalous, that Men of Worth wil 
not accept it, render the moſt heaven 
and compleat Devotions in the Chriſti 
World, vile and contemptible to Atheiſi 


Schiſmaticks, and the urdiſcerning Pant 0 * 
the Common People. ltr 
% i eld, 

Whech eten 


. The Epiſtle Dedicatory. iii 
* When I preach'd to the Pariſb-Clerbs, I 
the fly told them particulary of their Duty, with 
del that Plainneſs, Impartiality, and Authority, 

WM which becomes every lawful Ambaſſador of 
jeſus Chriſt : My Buſineſs is not to flatter, 
or let Men alone in their Miſcarriages or Mi- 


lakes, I leave that to others. He who would 


ris 
1 an 
reat 


and 
hin have the Waters of the Sanctuary run clear, 
b muſt endeavour to cleanſe all the Channels 


rough which they paſs: The Body to 
"i whom TI then preach'd, are too wile, and 
ia doo honeſt to fancy themſelves liable to 
t, 69 Errors: All Politick Bodies are obnoxi- 
mer eus to Corruption; yet, it may be, their 
mal Errors may lie chiefly at the Door of their 
e au Maſters, (I mean, not the Pariſh, but the 
brd P Ib-Prieſes,) who, too often, think them- 
eyes unconcern'd in that Duty, which 


m, 4 

** jet our Bleſſed Maſter, and his Apoſtles, ſan- 
i'd by their own Authentick Examples. 
em t( l, or my part, value Pfalmody at the high- 


ſt Rate, and therefore cannot but reſpect 
nd eſteem. thoſe Officers, whoſe proper 
Work .it is to carry it on; and he who 


Meal 
h wil 


ven”. ; 

riſta pes off the Duſt, concludes the Plate will 
Itheiſt ways appear the brighter. 

dart 0 What I had preach'd to theſe, I was 


efir”d to preach again at St. Giles's in the 
#lds, on the Saturday following, A Reve- 
erend Perſon, who had engag'd to preach 


. Whe! 
A} there 
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there on that Day, having been taken Woug 
with a ſudden and very dangerous Sickneſs, rev: 
to the no ſmall Loſs and Diſappointment bot. 
of the Congregation: I could not refuſe MThi 
thoſe who propos'd it to me; but what Nan 
I had faid to the Pariſh-Clerks, being Item 
wholly impertinent there, I added ſome. MWmea 
thing, in lieu of that, with Reſpect to ng, 
Pſalmoay in general, as more ſuitable to Hund 
that numerous Congregation, What wave 
{aid at both Places, I here lay before you nen 
not doubting but that, as you would Pra) 
gladly have the Abuſes of Muſick Reform Vit 
ſo you wou'd have Divine Maſick, andtude 
Pſalmody in particular, Promoted and E I 
couraged : Muſick is a heavenly Art, an4Wor af 
ſure it's Pity it ſhould ever be debauch'*Fumn 
to alienate any from the Service of thei rd j 
Maker. | muc 

As it's your Deſign to Promote Chrijt1uWVer( 
Kowledce in and about this great Citi celle 
we cannot doubt but that your pious E vou 
deavours here will have a good Inffuen f gre. 
upon the Conntry at a diſtance, TheWtns, 
have drawn too many Corruptions fro can 
hence; Who knows but God may touch Sl 
their Hearts at laſt, and make them thoſ 


ther Imitators of the Virtues, than tl T 
Vices of the City? That Pſalmody is a H fubſt 
wine Ordinance, among others, and that I ever, 


oug 
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wght to be carefully encouraged, and 
reverently perform'd, is what too many, 
both here and elſewhere, are ignorant of: 
fuſe This Ignorance has expos'd both the Ordi- 
hat Mnance it ſelf, and the Friends of it, to Con- 
eing Mirmpt, even among ſome otherwiſe well- 
me-Mncaning Men; but fo the whining, cant- 
t tog, Ex-tempore Man; the dull, impertinent, 
e tofland affected Preacher; the flovenly and ir- 
was vverent Diſpenſer of our Chriſtian Sacra- 
you,Wnents, render Sacraments, Preaching, and 
ouldMPraying, deſpicable among the pretended 
mug Wits, and the undiſtinguiſbing Multi- 
and tude. 

EN There lies indeed ſomething of an Objecłi- 
and a againſt our Pſalmody, viz. That the Verſion, 
che commonly us d, is mean, full of antiquated Words 
thei and Phraſes, &c. It's true, our Language is fo 
much changed ſince the Days in which that 
Verſion was made, that even that of the ex- 
cellent Sir Phil. Sidney, elaborate as it is, 
vould appear yet more uncouth and diſ- 
zgreeable, than that of Sternhold and Hop- 
ts, if it were to be us'd now : Yet none 
can queſtion Sir Phil. Sidney's Learning, or 
Kill in Poetry, but one who wants both 
thoſe Qualifications himſelf. 

That a New and better Verſion ſhould be 
lubſtituted in the Room of the Old, is what 
every good Man would wiſh, and that 


Vni- 
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Uniformity might be kept up in Singing 
Pſalms, as well as in other Parts of Divine 
Worſhip; for it looks odly that the Sons o 
Harmony ſhould be the Fathers of Diſcord 
in our publick Service. The providing of 
ſuch, belongs only to a Vational Synod, or 
Convocation : The Old Verſion was allow'd of 
by Edward VI. when the Book of Comma 
Prayer was firſt publiſh'd. I have ſome 
where ſeen a Foim of Thankſgiving, on 
ſome extraordinary Occaſion, in Queen Ei. 
zabeth's Days, it may be for the Victory in 
88, in which two Stan ga's of the Old Verſim 
are printed at length, as to be ſung by the 
whole Congregation: And I have by mea 
Pſalm Book of the Year 1582, with that 
Queen's Arms on the Back of the Title-Page, 
and printed, Cam Privilegio Regie Majeſtatis; 
and even Dr. Matſon intimates, that the 
Convocation in 61 thought fit to give a tz- 
cit Allowance to the Uſe of it, which, we 
may ſuppoſe, they did rather for the ſale 
of Pſalmody, than out of any Fondneſi if 
that ſuperennuated Verſiun. But theſe Cir- 
cumſtances add Weight to that Authority, 
by which they were us'd; and ſuch a con- 
plicated Authority propoling a New Verſion, 
made and examin'd by Learned Men, kills 
in the Original Language, in Poetry, and in 
Muſick, or a thorough Correction of the a 
x Would; 
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would, doubtleſs, be thankfully receiv*d by 
7 Fan the Lovers of Pſalmody; and I make 
„me no doubt but, if chat which letteth were taken 
v5 0 awd), our preſent, or the ext C onvocation, 
6 upon your Interceſſion, G ENT LEM EN, 
3 OO would, in due Time, take Care of that 
Matter. 
dea As you are GENTLEMEN of great 
Reputation, and engag'd in an excellent 
Deſgn, your perſonal Joining in this ſa- 
. Duty, would have a conſiderable Influ- 
ence upon your own Parochial Aſſemblies : 
And the Improvement of Chriſtian Rnomledge 
muſt certainly be the Improvement of Chri- 
fin Piety and Devotion; and Pfalmody 
would appear like it ſelf, a Piece of that 
heavenly Devotion, if thoſe who keel at 
Prayers, where conveniently they can, and 
fand at the Reading Pſalms, which every 
humble Chriftian, unleſs providentially diſ- 
abled, would be aſham'd not to do: If 
ſuch Perſons would but pay ſo much Ho- 
nour to God, and ſo much Reſpect to a 
divine Inſtitution, as to ſtand too, when the 
Congregation are ſinging aloud the Praiſes of 
their Maker ; Heathens would never believe 
we were in an Act of Divine Worſhip, 
ſhould they ſee us in the lazy (itting Po- 
fure, when we pretended to it. The Jews 
would ſcorn us, and the Primitive Chriſti- 
ans 


viii The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ans wonld ſcarce take us for ſerious Pro. 
feſſors of the ſame Faith, and Worſhip. 
pers of the ſame Jeſus with them, were 
they to look down upon us in that irreve. 
rent Poſture. Our Choriſters ſtand up in 
Cathedrals, when they ſing the Anthen, 
and fo does every one there preſent, who 
has either Devotion or good Manners : Thoſe 
who ſing before Princes and great Men, 
on ſolemn Occaſions, do the ſame; and he 
who ſhould fit at an Anthem in the Ru 
Chappel, eſpecially the QUEEN being 
preſent, would be ſoon turned out of that 
ſacred Place; and ſhall not we, when we 
ſing Praijes to Him, who is King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords, in his Own Houſe, where He 
himſelf is in the midſt of every Two or Three, 
who are lawfully gathered together in his 
Name; and where holy Angels are always 
obſerving both our Behaviour and Exprel- 
ſions ; Shall not we, in ſuch 4 Preſence, ex- 
preſs more awful Apprehenſions of his inf. 
nite Majeſty, than of that of any mortal 
Prince or Potentate? Reaſon and good 
Breeding teach us Humility and Reverenct 
on ſuch Occaſions ; but I never heard that 
Sitting was a Poſture, which expreſs'd either 
of thoſe heavenly Graces. 


But 
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But I conclude that the greateſt Num- 


ro: her of thoſe who do otherwiſe, have not 
b. thought much upon this Matter; And 
ere thoſe who ſhould have been their Monitors, 
ure been as thoughtleſs as themſelves ; by 
15 which Means they may indeed be excus'd 
Fu Tanto, but not a Toto. I have often been 
w much edify'd, when I have ſeen the Con- 
ſen, Ml gregation of the late Biſhop of St. Afaph, 
I he n St. Peter's Cornhil, all unanimouſ] 
nal Bl f414ing up upon the Calling of the Pſalm : 
x That great Man's Inſtruction and Example 
char {brought his People, without much Diffi- 
ve culty, to that decent Poſture; and the 
\ and Muſick it ſelf carry'd an Air of more di- 


nine Grandeur with it, when fo perform- 
el, than it would otherwiſe have done: 
** And, no doubt, but if all others, who have 
wap the Care of Souls, would tread in the Steps 
prel of that Learned Man, every worſhipping 
_ 8 of the Church of England 
2 vould, in that Point, be either Reformd, 
ortal Mer Lrecuſable. Here I, and every Lover 
ood e Plalmody, beg your Attiſtance, the Aſ- 

— ſtance of all the Reverend Clergy of our 
that church, and of all ſuch as ſincerely de- 

Ire, that every Thing in our Publick A,, 

mblies may be done Decently, in good Or- 
&, and to Edification. To this End the 
allowing Diſcourſe was firſt Preach'd, 


and 
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and is now made Publick at the Deſire of 
the Headers and is Preſented to * } 


by, 
GENTLEMEN, 


Tour Faithful Seruaut 


In our Common Maſter, 


Luke Mir.BouRnfſco 


e of 
you 


NE, 


IKON 


Co 
_ 2 CRO x. XXIX. 30. _ 
Moreover, Hezekiah the Ring, and the Prin- 
ces, commanded the Levites to ſing Praiſes 
unto the Lord, with the Words of David, 
and of Aſaph the Seer; and they ſang 
Praiſes with Gladneſs, and they bowed their 
Heads and worſhipped. 


HE Words ate Part of that Hiſtory, 
which leads us to the Revival of the 
Feaſt of the Paſſover, which ſeems 
to have been intermitted in Iſrael now 
for ſeveral Years. Hezekiah, the pious Son of a 
wicked Father, being come to the Throne of Ju- 
dab, as the beſt Mean of procuring a Bleſſing on 
his Government, begins it with the Reſtauration 
of Religion. Ahax, his Father, had filled Jeru- 
ſalem with Idols, and, in Defiance of the true 
God, had ſhut up the Gates of his, Temple; 
had, in a Manner, vacated the Offices of the 
Prieſts and Levites ; and, by a long Difuſe of it, 
had defiled that glorious Houſe, which Salomon 
had built to the Name of God, with Filthineſs 
and Ruines. But ſo ſoon as Hezckiah reign'd, 
be reſtored the Prieſts, order'd the Levites to 
andify themſelves; and then, as he had open d 
and repair d the Gates, he commanded them to 
cleanſe the Body vt rhe Temple. This done, He 
appoints the Prieſts to prepare, and kill, and of- 
fer the uſual Sacrifice ro God. Ee renews the 
ſolemn Service and Worſhip of God there, and 
then, ſo ſoon as the Time would permit, pro- 
claims the Paliover. Of all this, we have a jaſt 
Account in this, and the following Chapter. 
Among other Circumſtances relating to the 
Renewal of this ſacred Worſhip, we are mh 
ET --- that 
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that = When the Burnt-Offering, and the Sin- 


Offering were made for all Iſrael; then Hezekiah ! 
the King, ſet the Levites in the Houſe of th' i 
Lord, with Cymbals, Pſalteries, and with Harys : 

And the Levites ſtood up with the Inſtruments of 

David, and the Prieſts with the Trumpets. Ad 
Hezekiah commanded to offer the Burnt-Offerim Ml « 
upon the Altar: and when the Burnt-Offering ” I 
gan, the Song of the Lord began alſo with Trun WM - 
pets, and with the Inſtruments ordained by David Ml I 


King of Iſrael. And all the Congregation wor- 
ſhipped, and the Singers ſano, and the Trumpet: 9. 
ſounded : and all this conninued until the Burnt- 

Offering was finiſhed. By all which we ſee, how 1. 
great an Intereſt Divine Muſick had, at this Time, C 
in the Celebration of God's publick and ſolemn 

Service. And when all this Solemnity was 0M - 
ver, then the King, and all ſuch as were preſent if. 
with him, bowed themſelves, and worſhipped. Ard pub 
moreover, ,as in the Text, Hezekiah the Xing Je. 
and the Princes, commanded the Levites to ſing Pra | 
ſes unto the Lord, with the Words of David, and 
of Alaph rhe Seer : and they ſang Praiſes with 
Gladneſs, and they bow'd their Heads and worſhiſ 
ped. Now the Words of this Text intimate to 
us, not only the preſent Action of the King, tit 
Prieſts, - and the People, upon this extraordinar 
Occaſion, but their whole Religious Conſtitution, 0 
that ſettled Rule, according to which the Service 


of God ought at all Times to have been perf © t 
formed. In which too, weſee how much Co“ 
dern the King, and his Princes, or his Nobility r 
both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, and his Miniſters o * fi 
State, had in the Reſtauration and Settlement "| 14 


God's publick Worſhip: How careful the 
were that it ſhould be decently perform'd, an 


how ready all thoſe, who were to Oy a 
Tb | ut 


bility, 
"ers Ol 
ent Ul 
the 
|, al 
ter 4 
boul 
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bout the Affairs of Religion, were to do their 
Duties. In diſcourſing upon which Matters, we 
may conſider, | 1 7 


1. How great 4 Share ſinging of Pſalms, and 

Hymns, and ſpiritual Hymns, had in the Worſhip 
God among the Jews, and in. the Patriarchal 

Charch before them. | | 


I. Who, in the particular Jewiſh Church, were 

the principal Managers of this Part of Divine Worſhip. 
Ill. In what Manner, and by what Rules they 

qerformed it: And, > Ini 
IV. How far the whole is applicable to that Di- 

wine Worſhip, now offered to God in the Cyriſtian 
rem ; 


I. We are to conſider, How great a Share ſinging 
of Pſalms, Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs, had in the 


publick ſolemn Worſhip and Service of G od among the 


Jews, and in the Patriarchal Church before them. 
mention the Public Service of God among the 
ſwws more particularly; becauſe We have the 
fulleſt Account of that, in the Book of God: 
But I cannot ſpeak of that, without looking 
back to an earlier Original, or to the firſt Par- 


terns of ſuch ſolemn Worſhip, which are record- 


ed there, either expreſiy, or, by Intimation. 
Tis not a meer poetical Fancy, but it is a ſeri- 


0us Truth, that, All we know at preſent-of 


the bleſſed Angels, or of the Souls of juſt 


* Men made perfect, and what their Employ- 


* ment is, and ever -ſhall be, is: only that they 
© ſing inceſſant Praiſes to their Maker and Re- 


.* deemer, and live in perpetual Love and Cha- 
.* rity with one another.” 
.of the holy. Angels is of the firſt Antiquity, 
hen, upon God's laying L oundations of the 
977 


This Employment 


Earth, 


4 
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Earth, the Morning Stars ſang together, and all the 
Sons of God - ſhouted for Joy, Job XXXVIII. 5. as 
God himſelf expreſſes it. And this was not for 
that Time only, but the Prophet Iſaiah in his 
Viſion, Iſa. VI. 3: ſaw them ſtill engaged in the 
ſame Work, where the glorious Seraphim — 
Cry d, or ſung aloud to one another, in the Preſence 
of their Lord, — Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord 
of Hoſts, the whole Earth is filled with bis Glory, 
And that this will be the Buſineſs of all Eter- 
nally happy Spirits, is fairly ſhadowed out to 
us by St. John, Revel. IV. 8, 10. where, under 
the Repreſentation of Four Beaſts, the Four Evau- 
geliſts; and under that of Four and Twenty Fl- 
ders, the Prophets of the old Teſtament, are de- 
ſcrib'd doing Honour to Him who ſat upon 
the Throne; the Beaſts — ſaying, or ſinging 
inceſſantly Day and Night, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord 
God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come. 
And the Four and Twenty Elders ſinging as a 

Chorus to them, — Thou art worthy, O Lord, to 
receive Glory, and Honour, and Power; for Thon 
haſt created all Things, and for thy Pleaſure they 

are, and were created. Now all this Muſick was 
-facred ; all theſe Expreſſions of Joy and Thaakſ- 
piving were highly due to Him, to whom 

they were paid: And ſince ſinging Hymns of 

Praiſe to God, is of ſo unqueſtionable Antiqui- 
ty, it's a plain Proof that God looks upon the 
Capacity of ſinging Praiſe to himſelf, as a Gift 
of his own, moſt ſenſible to all the rational 
World; and that neither Men nor Angels can 

ever praiſe their Maker in a more acceptable 
Manner, than when each, in their Way, male 
4 joyful Noiſe unto God; when they ſing to the Hi 
nour of his Name, and make his ra to be glo- 
TOUS | | 4 — * ( 

We 


Cyl 


We cannot with any Reaſon doubt but that» 
as God appointed, and their own original Na” 
ture directed the Hoſts of bleſſed Angels to 
ſing unceaſing Praiſes to himſelf, on Account of 
both his Goodneſs and his Power in creatine 
them at firſt and then preſerving them from the 
Rebellion of their Brethren; and upon Acconfit 
of all his wondrous Acts of ſovereign Power, 
In forming the Univerſe out 'of nothing, and 
protecting it when formed in all its Parts; we 
cannot doubt after this, but that, ſo ſoon as 
he had made Man, he laid the ſame Duty upon 
him, and infpird- him with Abilities to per- 
form it: And he who had fo extenſive a Go- 
ernment conferr'd upon him at the very firſt; 
nd had Wiſdom enough given him to manage 
it, (for God never puts Power into the Hands 
of Fools, but with a Deſign to puniſh them, or 
their Subjects) when he looked about him, and 
law the Beauties of the New-made World,” a 
thouſand Effects of immenſe Power and Good- 
neſs, and had no Notion of Evil, which might 
liſturb or cloud his Thoughts, when he had 
ths admirable Proſpect, he could not but break 
out into Songs of - Praiſe, and the loudeſt 
Thankſgivings to his Maker.. And could. we 
but believe that the Obſervation of the Sabbath 
Was ordained in Paradiſe, as ſome imagine, 
he Inſcription put in the Head of the Ninety 
fond Pſalm, by the Chaldee Paraphraſt, viz. 4 
Jalm ſung by the firſt Man in Paradiſe, at the 
Pening of the Sabbath, would be; a very clear 
Demonſtratiop, in what Manner, that great 
rent of Mankind, began his Courſe of Life.” 
And, ſince every Day he ſpent in that delight- 
al Place, furniſhed him with new Matter of 
aſe and Adovration ; his Soul, which was 

B 3 then 


(6) 
then all innocent, holy, and heavenly, would ex- 
preſs it ſelf agreeably: Nor was the Buſineſß 
of his Government ſo great, nor dreſſing the 
Garden of God fo laborions, but that, in the 
midſt of all his Employments, he might — Give 
Th-nks unto the Lord, and ſing Praiſes unto the 
Name of the moſt. High, Pſalm XClI. t. 

And thongh the Conſequences of his Fall 
brought a diſmal Damp upon his Spirits, yet 
that Mercy, by which God exempted him from 
the Stroke of immediate Death, and gave him | 
that comfortable Promiſe, That the Seed of the Ml ” 
Woman ſhould break the Serpent's Head; the full M 
Meaning and Import of which Promiſe, Adam, d 
whatever the Socinians, and their Followers, “ 
ſuggeſt to the contrary, perfectly underſtood, Ml 7" 
That Mercy afforded him again Matter of per- Al 
petual Praiſe, and never. ceaſing Thankfulneſs fal 
and Adorations. I don't indeed remember, that Ac 
Scripture any where tells us expreſly of any one ©: 
of the Antedilavian Patriarchs, or of their imme- N. 
diate Succeſſors, thut they praisd God, by ſing- "+ 
ing to his Honour, tho? we may ſuppoſe they 50 
did, upon very good Grounds, as may appes 
anon: But the Jews generally thought they 
did; and ſince we. find the Beathens, who had 
little Knowledge of divine Matters, but what 
was Traditional; and who moſtly. followed th 
Examples of their Predeceſſors, always acc'm 
panied their Sacrifices with Hymns, in Honout 
of their Gods; Whence their Prieſts were ge 
nerally Poets; and Poets, and the Writers of ſu 


Hymns, were their principal Divines;“ find an 

Heathens acted thus, we may preſume, thi 

Enoch, Noah, Melchiſedec, Abraham, Iſaac, 74 M 

eb, and Fob, uſed the ſame Way of celebratfi h 

ing the Name of the one true God. And dh tha 
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practice ſeems to have been uſual, in that the 
ſraelites fell upon it ſo immediately after the 
Drowning of Pharaoh, and his Aeypt ians, and 
after themſelves had paſſed ſafely through the 
Red Sea; — Then ſang Moſes, and the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael, ſays the Text, this Song unto the 
Lord, and ſpake it, ſaying, — I will ſing unto 
the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriouſly, the 
Horſe and his Rider hath he thrown into the Sea 
The Lord is my Strength, and my Song; and he 
is become my Salvation: He is my God, and] 
pill prepare him an Habitation , my Father's G 2d, 
and JI will exalt him, Exod. XV. 1, 2. Where, 
by the very Expreſſions of the holy Penman, 
it's evident, that Singing was the moſt ſolemn 
pubtick Way of thanking God for his Bleſlings : 
And that other Nations making every one their 
falſe Gods the Subjects of their Songs; Iſrael, in 
Acknowledgment of him who was their God, 
and the God of their Fathers, would wake his 
Name, and his Goodneſs their Song, in Oppd- 
'tton to the falſe Devotion of the Keathens. 


So again, when God brought his People in 


the Wilderneſs to the Well of Beer, which had 
been ſtopped thro? long Negle& before, but 
was to be opened now again, for the Uſe of 
the Iſraclites. — Then Iſrael ſans this Song; — 
ring up, O Well, Sing ye unto it! The Princes 
gged the Vell: The Nobles of the People digged it, 
by the Direction of the Lamgiver, with their Staves, 
Numb. XXV. 17, 18. And that ic might at 
once appear a Cuſtom of the Geitiles, and ſuch 
an one as Iſrael could not be without; they could 
not forbear ſinging to their Golden Calf; and 
Moſes ſuſpected what they had been about, 
hen, upon Joſhus's telling him, on Account of 
that extraordinary Noiſe they heard from 

B 4 thence. 


TS) -. 


thence, — There was 4 Noiſe of War in the Camp. 

A. c, who naderſtood the Matter better, re- 

ply'd, -- It is not the Voice of them who ſhow 

for the Maſtery, neither is it the Voice of ſuch as 
cry out for being overcome; but the Noiſe of thoſe 
wlo ſing, do I hear, Exod. XXXII. 18. Moſes 
knew that ſuch Singing imply'd ſome particu- 
lar Act of Divine W.rſhip, ſuch as us'd to he 
at the Inſtitution of a Religious Feaſt, and ſuch 
as, at other Times, they themſelves us'd to the 

Honour of their own God, To ſhew at once 

| both the Excellence and Uſefalneſs of ſo hea- 
venly a Practice. When his own Death drew 

near, /ſoſes taught Iſrael both their paſs'd Miſ- 
carriages, and their future Duties, in that un- 
ralleI'd Song which we have at length, Deut. 

XXXI. And of the ſame Nature we have that 

Tung by Deborah and Barak, as a Thankſgiving 

to God for the Deliyerance of Iſrael, by their 

Hands, from the cruel Tyranny of Jabin and 

Siſera, ludges V. 

Whether there were any Levites appointed 
particularly for carrying on the Work of ſing- 
ing Pſal ms, or Hymns in the ſclemn Service of 

Ark and Tabernacle, during Iſrael's Wandrings 

in the Wilderneſs, or while the Tabernacle was 

in Shil-h, the Scriptures have not expreſly de- 
termined, tho* that is very probable too. But 
ſo ſoon as ever Pavid had but deſign'd to build 

a more magnificent Houſe to the Name of 

God, he preſently appointed confiderable Num- 

bers of that conſecrated Tribe to ſo holy a 

Work; for whatever might appear ſuitable to 

the S:4t2 of a Church not yet throughly ſettled, 

43 indeed that of Iſrael was nor, till their Tem- 

ple was ratiet, as appcas by God's permitting 

tue very Prophets themſelves, ſuch as Samuel; 
| | nay, 


itting 
mul} 
nd); 
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ray, and David too, and Salomon afterwards, to 


(arifice in High Places, and vouchſafing them 


his Viſions, and his Anſwers there; which 
practice was wholly condemned as ſoon as ever 
the Temple was built, dedicated, and furniſh- 
ed with all Things neceſſary for Divine Wor- 
ſhip: Whatever was agrecable to the State 
of the Jewiſh Church before, 'yet when that 
Sttlement was perfectly made, the Church be- 
ing then in a kind of triumphant State, all the 
Demonſtrations of Cheerfulneſs and Gratitude 
were to be made to that God, who had brought 
them out of a State of Pupilage, and cloath'd 
his Iſrael with Honour, and had made Jeruſalem 
the Joy of the whole Earth. Then the proper 
Inroite into that glorious Houſe at all Times 
was, O come, let us ſing unto the Lord ! Let us 
heartily rejoice in the Strength of our Salvation! 
Let us come before his Prefence with Thankſgiving, 
and ſhew our ſelves glad in him with Pſalms. And 
then let us worſhip, and fall down, and kneel before 
the Lord our Maker, Flal. XCV. 1, 2,6. 

And now we find Singing of Pſalms and Hymns 
to God, incorporated into the Temple S-rvice, and 
look d upon as ſo neceſſary a Part of it, that a 
great Number of the Levites were employed in 
it; that their particular Courſes were ap- 
pointed, and a peculiar Portion allotted them for 
their comfortable, nay, and honourable Subſiſt- 
ence. Pſalms and Hymns were compos'd for 
their continual Uſe, by inſpir'd Men; ſuch as 
David, who from thence, as well as from hj 
admirable Performance, was call'd, — The fa 
Palmiſt of Iſrael, — and Aſaph, and Heman, 
and Ethan, and Jeduthun, and others: And al- 
moſt the whole Book of P/alms is a Collect ion 


of ſuch Sengs of Praiſe, calling every where up- 
on 


(10) 
on all Men; nay, all Creatures whatſoever, in p 
their Way, to ſing aloud to their Creator and I 7, 
Protector's Honour: With a great Number of 5 
Forms, in and by which pious Souls might 
effectually excite one another to Thankfulneſ;, 
and to make the Name of the true God vene- 
rable to all the World. It was in this Way of 
Hymns or Anthems, that David prais'd God al. 
ways, and more particularly, in the Day when 
the Lord had delivered him from the Hands of al 
his Enemies, and from the Hand of Saul, Pal. 
XVIII. In this Manner he deplored the Great. 
neſs of his Sin, in the Matter of Urijah, Pal. 
LI. In this Manner Feboſhaphat glorihed God, 
for the Deliverance of himſelf, and his People, 
from the invading Moabites, Ammonites, and 
their Confederates, 2 Chron. XX. 26. And thus 
Hezekiah, when God had given him Health, 
with an additional Grant of Fifteen Years to 
his Life, expreſs'd his Gratitude to him in 
Pſalm, Iſa. XXXVIII. 9. And fo, in mournfal 
Streins, the Prophet Jeremiah lamented over the 
Ruines of Jeruſalem; and the dreadful Deſola- - 7 
tions of his dear Native Country, Lamertat. M . 
And the Prophet Hahbakkuk, Habbak. III. is the WM Da 
laſt of this harmonious Company, whoſe Songs Ml Ve; 
are recorded in the Old Teſtament. Now tit MW be 
Book of Pſalms is ſo compleat a Treaſury ot Pro 
Confeſſions, Interceſſions, Deprecations, Prayer, M of 
Praiſes, Thankſpivings, and whatever is expectel IM ven 
in the moſt devout and religious Worſhip, that, Un 
in all probability, and, according to the Op- the 
Ton of the Fews themſelves, there were ven On 
few Prayers but thoſe, made uſe of in the Pub- the; 
lick Service, either of the Synagogue, or the Glo 
Temple: In ſinging of Pſalms they ſpent their wer, 
Niohts, as well as Days; — Zebold, bleſs, 1 A 

Pla 
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praiſe ye the Lord, all ye Servants of the Lord! 
Te who by Night ſtand in the Houſe of the Lore, 
Pfal. CXXXIV. 1. Praiſe ye the Lord! Praiſe 
the Name of the Lord! Praiſe hin, O ye Servants 
of the Lord ! Fe who ſtand in the Houſe of the Lord, 
in the Courts of the Houſe of our Ged! Pſalm 
CXXXV. 1, 2. That this Singing Pſalms afl 
Night, was the Practice of the Eſſenes, a Sect 
among the Jews, appears by that admirable 
Deſcription Philo gives of them, in his Dif- 
courſe of the Contemplative Life; That they, and 
the Generality of the Jews, did fo on their Fe- 
ſtivals, and did well in ſo doing, is evident 
from the Practice of our Saviour, who, after 
his laſt Supper, ſung a Hymn with his Diſciples, 
before he went ont with them to the Mount of 
Olives, Matth. XXVI. 30. And fo much may 
ſerve for the firſt Thing propos d to our Con- 
ſideration, viz. What Share ſinging of Hymns 
* in the Pat riarchal and Fewiſh publick Wor- 
ip. | 


II. We are to conſider, Who were the chief 
Managers and Performers in this Part of publick 
Divine Worſhip. And here, to ſhew in what 
Veneration God would have this Ordinance to 
de among his People; he, by bis Word ta his 
Prophets, conſecrated a conliderahle Number 
of his own Tribe, the Tribe of Levi, to this hea- 
renly Work: He inſtituted this, as a Mean of 
Union between Angels and Men, the Carnal and 
the Spiritual, the Militant and the Triumphant 
church, that they might praiſe the Lord toge- 
ther, and publiſh his unbounded Goodneſs and 
Glory through the World. And fince Men 
were to be join'd in Confort with Angels; as 
Mojes compogd Hymns for the Uſe of the 1/- 

raelites, 
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Felites, and Aaron regulated the Divine Service; 
1 Miriam, 4 Propheteſs, and their Siſter, wa 
Leader of the ſacred Chorus; ſo was Deborah, 
4 Propheteſs too, and conſtitnted by God him- 
{elf a Judge in rael, when ſhe and Barak not 
only compos'd, but ſung that noble Hymn, Jud- 
Les V. And the Daughter of Jephthah, that faith; 
Ful Judge and Captain of God's People, led up 
a Company of. Virgins, to meet her victoriouz 
Father, in the Head of his Troops, ſinging 
with inſtrumental Muſick too, and dancing to 
the Honour of that God, who had happily 
taught her Father's Hands to war, and his Fin- 
gers to fight. But when David the King became 
a Nurſing Father to the Church of Jrael. then 
he himſelf was the great Maſter of the Chorus, 
till ſuch Time as he had regulated thoſe Matters 
more exactly, as when he and his People brought 
up the Ark of God from Kirjeath Jearim, 1 Chron, 
XIII. 8. And again, when he brought it up from 
the Houſe of Obed Edom, and fix d it in Zion, 
2 Chron. XV. 17. Nor was ever any Age bleſſed 
with more compleat Maſters of Muſick, than that 
which was made happy by the Government of 
David and Salomon. 
Io ſhew that inſpir'd Prince's great Regard 
to this Divine Muſick, (for with that pervert- 
ed by vain Men to vainer Purpoſes, neither 
Devid nor we have any Thing to do) and his 
Care of the performing of it, we find, He di- 
vided them to the Number of Two Hundred ard 
Fourſcore and Eight, all Maſters of Song, and 
fit to lead and inſtru others, into Twenty Four 
Courſes, each Courſe to officiate according to 
their Lots, in the ſame Manner as the Iriefts 
themſelves were order'd: And to add yet to 
the Honour of their Character, the 1 

* | fu. 
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themſelves were appointed to join with them 
in that ſacred Ordinance; - and over each Courſe 


8 of thoſe Singers one preſided, who was extra- 
. Merdinarily qualified to compoſe and begin the 
in palm or Anthem, while the reſt join'd in the 
not Miermonious Conſort with all their Might. For 
ad. Ee don't find any where, that theſe pious 
ird. Muſicians were afraid, or aſhatn'd to have their 


vices heard; but — They ſung aloud unto God 
heir Strength, and made a joyful Noiſe unto the 
od of Jacob, Pſal. LXXXI. 1. And this they 
lid, to ſhew their Heartineſs in the Work; and 


rily bat they deſired that all the World, if poſſible, 
Fin- Would hear them praiſe their God. The Orders 
ame reſcribed in the Caſe by David and Salomon, 
then {Wious Fehoſhaphat reviv'd after a long and me- 


ancholick Infermiſſion, and devout Hezekiah 
d in the fame Steps: And though the poor 


ought {MWaptive Fews in Babylon hung their mournful 
ron. Narps upon the Willows, and could not bring 
from eir ſad Hearts to ſing the Songs of Sion in a 
Zion, range Land; yet no ſooner was their Captivi- 


at an End, and they at Liberty to return to 
ar own Land, but, tho' their Condition were 
at of {Wil but mean, their Spirits reviv'd; therefore 
When the Builders laid again the Frundations of 


ard Temple of the Lord, they ſet the Priefts in their 
vert- rel, with Trampets; and the Levites, and the 
ither W's of Aſaph, with Cymbals ro praiſe the Lord, 
Tal his ter the Ordinance of David King of Iſrael And 
e di- Y ſang together by Courſe, in Praiſes, and in 
d aud N Thanks to the Lord; becauſe he is Good, and 


Mercy endureth for ever toward Iſrael, Ezra 


Far . 10, 11. — For in the Days of David, an of 
as to Haph of Old, there were Chiefs of the Singer}, 
Criefis Sg, of . Praiſe and Thankſgiving unto the Lor. 

et o lem. XII. 46. The publick Mafters-theirs 


ſacred 
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ſacred Song, were all of the Tribe of Levi, wel 
governed, well reſpeted, and well provided 


III. We muſt conſider, in what Manner, ard 
by what Rules, theſe divine Muſicians perform 
their Duties : And here we find that they wen 
of ſuch Eminency, that the Kings of Iſrael ay 
Judah thought fit themſelves to be their Lay 
givers and Directors, though not without the af 
ditional Authority and Aſſiſtance of the Hig 
Prieft , for the High Prieſt's Judgment, in al 
Caſes, whether Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, was of 
great Weight as that of rhe Sovereign himſelf 
and that by God's own Appointment; tho' tha 
Co-ordinacy in Judgment did not make tt 
High-Prieſt co-ordinate with him in the So 
reignty : So that tho” the Prince could not n; 
cate the publick Determinations of the High- Priel 
yet he might lawfully treat him as a Subjet 
and either baniſh him, or put him to Death, 
he were a State Criminal. Neither did the 
Princes of the Houſe of David diſdain to conſi 
with their Seers, Men favoured with divine In 
ration, and a kind of Houſhold Chaplains to ti 


Princes, or their private Confeſſors, to whoWoly 
the greateſt Monarchs laid open their ſpiriu ich 

Conditions, and on whoſe Counſel-.in ſpiritq lich 
Matters they generally depended 3 whence ert; 


and Nathan, and Iado, and others, were parti 
larly conſulted in ſettling the ſinging Levites in 
Order, in which David, and Jehoſhaphat, 4 
Hezekiah, and other Princes, maintain'd thi 

Bur the Levites and the Prieſts, in Conſc 
with them, net only lifted up their Voice, 
praiſing God, but they made uſe of ſeveral If 
ments of Muſick, the better to aſſiſt and - 


— ——_— _— 
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well their Voices in Divine Service» We are told 
ded that Fubal, of the Race of Cain, was the Father, 
| or the firſt of them, who handled the Harp and the 
Organ, Genel. IV. 21. The one a ſtring'd, the other 
4 wind Inſtrument, each the Principal in its kind; 
and from which, and with a Deſign of imitating 
the humane Voice the more eaſily, all other Inſtru- 
ments have taken their Original. Now, though 
Cain himſelf was a wicked Wretch, a cruel and 
wnatural Murderer of his innocent Brother, and 
that becauſe his Brother's Works were good, and his 
on were evil, John III. 12. yet it follows not that 
Cain's Poſterity ſhould all be as wicked as their 
Father. Adam was ſtill living, and to be fare 
ſo exemplary a Penitent, that all ſuch of his 
Deſcendants as lived within reach of him, and 
who had obſerved that Miſery, which curſed 
Can had brought upon his own Head, could not 


-PricMWbut have ſome Deſires to reconcile themſelves to 
SubjeQfWheir Maker. Sin and Miſery encreaſing every 
cath, Way, had made many ſad Hearts, and langviſhing 
d the pirits, which Adam, not ſo much depriv'd of his 
conſa gina Sagacity, as his unhappy Succeſſors endea- 
ne Ia our'd to revive; and fo by the Inſtigation of 
to the 


Heaven, and the concurring Influence of the 


» whofWoly Spirit, he ſtirred up this Jubal to frame 
ſpiriWuch Inſtruments of Muſick, by the Concert of 
ſpirit Which, with their natural Voices they might di- 


ert prevailing Melancholy, quicken the faint- 
ly Spirits of ſuch as mourned under the Burthen 


tdin, and might render them more cheerful 
phat, i the Service of their God. And here we may 
wd theWoſerve the Difference between what has been 
; ConWnrented of later _Years, and what proceeded 


om immediate Inſpirations. Our Moderns have, 
om mean Beginnings, made gradual Improvements, 
d thoſe often flow enough; Fubal began with 


the 
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the nobleſt Inſtruments of all, which, he having IN. 
ſuch Inſtructors; was no Wonder at all: The W 
following Ages, till ſuch Men as Moſes, and De. fl; 
vid, and his Contemporaries, were reinſpir'd, xs . 
Fubal had been, had declined very much in their MW; 
muſical Skill; which made David ſet himſelf, I, 
not only to revive the Art, but to invent more i 
Inſtruments, as Helps to the Voice, and which o 
might render Divine Harmory yet more grateful IM ;; 
to curious Ears, and might affect the Paſſions Ml ,, 
ſeveral Ways, and give them a ſweet, and every 
way charming Employment, in Meditations hea- 
venly as their Muſick. 1 


Theſe Inſtruments, however aped or abuſed af. I. 
terwards, were deſign'd originally only for praiſ the 
God, and cheering the Hearts of otherwiſe drooping Hi 
Sinners. They were employ'd altogether in the 
Worſhip of the Supreme Being; and were ſo fir Sul 
from dipleaſing him, that his Prophets made ii the 
their great Buſineſs to promote Pſalmody : TheyWren 
found the wonderful Effects of that Angelic, 
Melody; how it compos'd the Mind, and mad, 
it fit to receive Divine Impreſſions. So when 4 
David play'd on his Harp, and ſung to it, prof 1:1 
bably one of his own-Pſalms, the evil Spirit de Gong 
parted from Saul, 1 Sam. XVIII. 25. and all 1. 
Tumults of his fermenting Spirits were, for th ms 


Time, happily allay'd ; ſo when the Sight of 7 
horam, that idolatrous King of 1ſrael, int 
Company of Fehoſhaphat, King of Judah, and t 
King of Edom, their Confederate, had extrem 
1y ruffled Elijab's Spirit, he calld preſentiy| 
4 Muſician, and, when he play'd, the Propht 
Mind reſettled, and then the Hand of the Lord (4 
upon him, 2 Kings III. 15. And the Uſe of the 
Inſtruments in Divine Service was not Leg, 
Typical only; for we find that Auiriam uſe rf 


. 


ing before the Law was given; and it was not the 
The Fancy of one Man only to uſe Inſtrumental Muſick 
Da- in God's Worſhip, but — Hezekiab ſet the Le- 
„ as vie- in the Houſe of the Lord with Cymbals, with 
heir Pſalteries, and with Harps, according to the Com- 
ſelf; Ml nandment of David, of Gad the King's Seer, and 
nore Wl Nathan the Prophet; for ſo was the Commandment 
hich , God by his Prophets, 2 Chron. XXIX. 25. And 
teful Wl the Children of Iſrael kept the Feaſt of the Paſſover 
ſions WM at Jeruſalem, with great Gladneſs, and with great 
every Wl Acceptance from God; and the Levites and the 
rhea · Wl Prieſts prais'd the Lord Day by Day, ſinging with 


| lud Inſtruments unto the Lord, 2 Chron. XXX. 21. 
ed af-W Thus Hezekiah, that excellent Monarch, and 


raiſuſ il the Princes, the firſt and chief of which was the 
ooping Wl High-Prieſt, commanded the Prieſts and Levites 
in thefW-to do; and, that there might be no Ground of 


ſo far 


Suſpicion, that this Practice was to expire with 


ade i the Law of Moſes, St. John, Revel. XIV. 2, 3. has 
TheW repreſented the Church triumphant in Heaven 

gen praiſing God, ſo as Their Voices were like the Voice 
mact 


of many Waters, and the Voice of a great Thun- 
der; and he heard the Voice of Harpers harping 
with their Harps, and they [ang as it were a New- 
Song, and no Man could learn that Song, but the 


| whel 
t. pil 
yit dt 


all Hundred Fourty Four T houſand, a glorious Cho- 
for tua rus indeed, who were redeemed from the Earth. 

t of i With theſe Inſtruments then the ſinging Le- 
in u vites, and the Prieſts ſans Praiſes to the Lord 


and { 


l with Gladneſs, and when they did fo, they bord 
Xtreme 


their Heads, and worſhipped; they ſang to God 


ti HM with Fear and Reverence indeed; they did not 
„ ft and praiſe God, as the uninſtrutted, Or indevout 
076 (4 


Crew do now a-days; but we find them, and all 


of the humble Worſhippers of the Divine Majeſty, al- 
Legal, Ways ſtanding up; whether they were Kings, Or 
ſed the Irinces, or Prieſts, or Levites, they always ſtood 

bel C up 


| 
| 


Chriſtian World never ſaw for many Apes in 
their publick Congregations ; the Fews, the Chi. 


their Duty, can never be happy but in doing | 
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up to praiſe him in his own Houſe : And for any 
to ſit in that holy Ordinance, was what the 


ftians, when they ſang to God in Publick, did 
it ſtill in a Poſture of Adoration, ſo the bleſſel 
Angels do, and ſo Men of holy and humble Heart 
ought to do; ſo, of old, they bow'd and worſſi 
ped. And though ſome Greek Heathens mie 
worſhip the Works of their own Hands ſitting, the 
great, the true, the holy God, merits and en. 
pets more Reverence at our Hands. And ſince 
thoſe Pſalms and Hymns made uſe of in the Tem- 
ple, and in the Church, conſiſt of Prayers, and 
Supplications, and Interceſſions, and Confeſſions, al 
intermingled with their Praiſes, what devout 6 
humble Soul can preſume to pray to God to 
Mercies, to confeſs his Sins to him, to interced 
with him, or to give him Thanks for Bleſling 
beſtowed upon himſelf, or others, in ſuch a nid 
and unmannerly Poſture, as ſets him upon tic 
Level with his Maker? Or who, expecting i 
be heard when he prays, would not expreſs tl 
Deſires of his Heart by the Geſture of his Bu) 
and kneel, or bow, or ſtand in the Preſence and 
in the Praiſes of his God? Ignorance may N 
ſome Excufe in the Caſe, but thoſe who h 


Q. = » mo . 


IV. We come now in the Taft Place to conſider 
How far what has been ſaid is applicable to tha 
Divine Worſhip which we offer to God in the Chr 
ſtian Church. And here we are in the firſt Plac 
to aſſure our ſelves, that whatever the Parriarc 
took up by immediate Direction from Heave 
and what God himſelf taught the Iſraelites to d 


as decent, and inſtructive in their publick * 
In 


C19) 
any mhip, and what bleſſed Saints and Angels are al- 
the W ways employ'd in in Heaven, that can never be 
uin yacated bo that Religion, which was inſtituted. 
Chri-W by him, who beſt knew what would pleaſe hit 
dd and our Father; and who himſelf once bore a 


effec part in ſinging Hymns to him, which he would 


cars never have done, when his Soul began to be exceed- 
50 ing ſorrowful even unto Death, if the ſame Exer- 
Nig ciſe had not been always comfortable to pious 


Souls, and decent and acceptable in all ſolemn 


1 ex Approaches to God. The God of Adam, Sheth, 
ce and Noah; the God of Abraham, Iſzac, and Ja- 
Tem- eb; the God of Iſrael according to the Fleſh, 
5, ml and the God of Iſrael accord ing to the Spirit, 


was One and the ſame God, the ſame ſupreme 


out u Being; and what was pleaſing to him before 
d fol the Law, and under the Law, could never be 
tente diſpleaſing to him under the Goſpel. And ſince 
ell: Chorus of joyful Angels welcomed the Nati- 
a 4 vity of the bleſſed Jeſus, with heavenly Har- 
on tit 


mony, and with as heavenly Words; — Glory 
ing be to God on High, on Earth Peace, good Will to- 
ward Men, Luke II. 14. Since the bleſſed Virgin 
celebrated the Goodneſs of God to her, in mak- 
ing her the Mother of her Lord; Zecharias, that 
facred Honour conferr'd upon his Son, in 
0 h his being made the Prophet of the Higheſt, and 
the Perſon ſent to prepare his Way before him; 
and Simeon, when he had the glorious Infant in 
| lis Arms, as having with his own Eyes ſcen God's 
0 199 Salvation, all in Songs of Praiſe and Thankſaiv- 


he Cl Ing; ſince theſe Things were ſo, Who can ima- 
ſt Pe eine, that either Vocal or Inſtrumental Muſick 
ria ſhould ever be baniſhed out of Chriſtian Aſſem- 
H cave blies: | 

os (OV 

K Wo | | 

i ſhip C2 es 
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in Times of Perſecution they could not meet for þ 


_ Works, and as antient as he, reflects upon the 
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We do not find any Command either in the 
Goſpels or Apoſtolical Epiſtles, that Chriſtian Con- 
a ſhould worſhip God by ſinging Pſalms; 
ut we find the Diſciples joining with their 
Maſter in One; and St. Paul, reproving ſome 
Diſorders in the Corinthian Worſhipping- Aſſemblies, 
ſpeaks of — Every one having a Pſalm, 1 Cor. XIV. 
26. i. e. either having compos'd. ſome - pious 
Hymn for publick Uſe, which they offer'd un- 
ſeaſonably ; or, being as Clerks in the Congrega- 
tion, ready, out of Time, to lead that Tune 
which the reſt were to follow; in exerciſing ei- 
ther of which Faculties, he required that they 
ſhould act more orderly, and to Edification: 
And the Apoſtle declares that, on ſuoh Occaſions, 
— He would ſing with the Spirit, i. e. according 
to the immediate Diftates of the Spirit, who 
then frequently inſpired thoſe Guides of the 
Church; — And 1 will ſing. with the Underſtand- 
ing alſo, and ſo prove effectually that — The 
Spirit of the true Prophet is always ſubject to that 
Prophet. It was one Reaſon among others, why 
ſome Learned Men have fancy'd Philo's Therapeu- 
tz, or Eſſenes, were really Chriſtians becauſe they 
had their nocturnal Meetings for ſinging of Praiſe 
to God, as the Chriſtians had; and that becauſe 


that Purpoſe in the Day-time, without expoſing 
themſelves - needlefly to their cruel Enemies 
But their ſinging Pſalms was ſo ſtated a Piece WM 
their Divine Service, that the Heathens could 5 


not but take Notice of it; whence Pliny informs W 


the Emperour Trajan, That the Chriſtians, in bis 10 
Time, usd to meet together, among other T hin), 47 
to ſing Hymns before it was Light to Chriſt as G06 hot 
And the Author of Philoſtratus, among Luciars f 
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Chriſtians, as watching all Night to ſing their 
ſacred Hymns or Pſalms: And Ammianus Mar- 
cellinus, one of Julian the Apoſtate's Military Of- 
ficers, gives the ſame Account of them after- 
ward. So that if the Matter of Fact could yet 
be doubted of, the Teſtimonies of Juſtin Martyr 
in that miſcall'd his Second Apology, in his Epiſtle 
to Zenas, and in the Beginning of his Conference 
with Trypho the Few; of Clemens of Alexandria, 
Origen, Tertullian, Cyprian, Minutius Felix, Ar- 
nobius, and others, would = an End to the 
Diſpute, and are too many for me at preſent to 
take Notice of. We may then be ſatisfy'd, that 
Pſalmody was a conſtant Part of their Publick Ser- 
vice in the primitive Chriſtian Church. As for its 
private Uſe, we find Paul and Silas ſinging Pſalms 
in Priſon, and that ſo powerfully, as to break 
open the Priſon Doors, to looſe their Fetters, 
and to bring their before unmerciful Gaoler to 
Faith and Repentance. St. Paul exhorts his E- 
pheſians, Eph. V. 19. to ſpeak to, or among one ano- 
ther, in Pſalms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs, 
ſinging and making Melody in their Hearts to the 
Lord. — So again he perſuades the Coloſſians, 
Col. III. 16. That the Word of God might dwell 
in them richly, with all Wiſdom, and that they 
ſhould teach and admoniſh one another in Pſalms, 
and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs, ſinging with Grace 
to God in their Hearts. And St. James, Jam. III. 
15. adviſes in ſhort, I any be merry, let him ſing 
Pſalms. Thus, to ſpeak with the Author of the 
Wiſdom of Salomon, Wiſd. XVIII. 9. in Times of 
Danger, — The righteous Children of good Men 
did ſacrifice ſecretly ;, and with one Conſent made a 
holy Law, That the Saints ſhould be alike Partakers 
of Good and Evil, the Fathers now ſinging out their 


Sour of Praiſe. 
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But here, becauſe ſome ſullen way-ward Perſons, 
who yet call themſelves Chriſtians, are mighty 
Enemies to the Uſe of Inſtrumental Muſick in 
Churches, we may briefly enquire, Whether the 
Uſe of ſuch Muſick be Lawful, or of any conſi- 
derable Antiquity in the Chriſtian Church, or not? 
That it was always agreeable to God's Will in 
the Patriarchal and Moſaick Age, and therefore 
Good in it ſelf, I have demonſtrated already. 
How it ſhould come to loſe its Nature under the 
Goſpel, will be very hard for any Man living to 
ſhew. The Spirits of ſinning Chriſtians, as ſuch, 
might be as deſpondent as theirs before them; 
their Sorrows, and their Joys and Gratitude 
might be as ſignal; why then ſhould it be of- 
fenſive to make uſe of the ſame Means to expreſs 
their Thankfulneſs, to allay their Sorrows, or 
to cheer their Spirits in the Worſhip of God, 
as Saints and pious Men of old did? If ſinging 
Praiſes to God with tunable Voices, be heavenly 
Muſick, as indeed it is, will the Addition of In- 
ſtruments to Voices any way pall the Harmony? 
Do Organs, well play'd on, make the Muſick of 
the worſhipping Congregation the more diſa- 
greeable? We'll grant that, during the Times 
of Perſecution, the Church might be content 
with vocal 2 2 only, as leſs invidious, and 
leſs deſign'd for Pomp and Grandeur; they 
would only have expos'd themſelves as a Prey 
to their Enemies by ſuch expenſive Conſorts: 
But when thoſe Storms were once blown over, 
it was not fit the Chriſtian Church, in a flouriſh- 
ing and peaceful State, ſhould be more Melan— 
cholick, or any Way inferiour to the Temple, or 
the Synagogue : That David's Pſalms were ſung 
in the Church, is ſufficiently proved; but if 2 
Pſalm be well defined by Gregory Nyſſen ; 4 Re- 

gulatzon 
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tulation of the Voice by a muſical Inſtrument ;, or 
by St. Baſil, a muſical Way of ſpeaking to an Or- 
gan well play'd on, according to the Rules of Har- 
mony ; though we take a Pſalm there in a ge- 
wral Senſe, yet that will take in the Eccleſiaſtical 
too, and will, without aſcribing the Invention 
to any Biſhop of Rome, prove that Inſtrumental 
Muſick entered very early into the Church And 
though, as the Author of the Que- 

ions to the Orthodox among Fuſtin Queſt. 107. 
Martyr's Works, inſinuates; Plain 

Song, without Inſtruments, was uſed in the Church 
of old, becauſe of the Unsłilſulneſs of many Chriſti- 
ans in Pſal mody; yet that Art ariſing to greater 
ferfetion afterward, that Reaſon ceaſing, the 
Prattice gradually came to an End too in the 
greater Churches; where, that Pſalmody might 
be carry'd on without Diſcord or Indecency, Sing- 
rr; were made one of the inferiour Orders in the 
Church, and not incapable, as ſuch, of riſing to 
a higher Degree. As for their Or- 
dnation, it might be perform'd by 
a meer Presbyter; the Form of it 
Was in cheſe Words; — See that 
thou believe in thy Heart what thou 1 

ingeſt with thy Mouth, and approve in . 32 
— what thou believeſt in thy de Pſalmod. 
cart. 

The Church of Rome has found its Account in 
keeping up this Order ſtill ; and the Charms of 
their Vocal and Inſtrumental Aufick in their 
Churches are ſo bewitching, that, for their ſakes, 
Men of Apprehenſions otherwiſe ſharp enough, 
an overlook all their other monſtrous Errors. 
How that Order came to be laid aſide in many 
of the Reform'd Churches, iince their Reforma- 
uon was carry'd on in moſt Places in a very tu- 

C ++ mul- 
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multuous and diſorderly Manner, we need not 
wonder. But in this Nation, where Matters 
were managed with more Calmneſs, and by bet- 
ter Authority, moſt of our Cathedral and Collegiate 
Churches had their Divine Service, their Pſalms in 
Proſe, and their Anthems ſung ſtill by their C- 
nons, petit Canons, and other Lay-Choriſters, both 
Men and Boys, the Biſhyps, Deans, and Prebenda- 
ries, if able, joining with them; where, when 
they are well order'd by their Superiours, Men 
of ſincere Piety and elevated Devotion may have 


their very Souls raviſh'd with that celeſtial Har- 


mony they meet with there. And however de- 
ficient ſome Foreign Churches may he in this par- 
ticular, yet it mult be confeſs'd to their Honour, 
that both the High and Low Dutch, and French, 
have taken more Care of their ordinary Pſalmody 
than we have done. Among them you may hear 
crouded Congregations ſinging really with al 
their Might, and ſinging skilfully too with a loud 
Noiſe, without one diſcordant Voice in the 
whole Conſort. Among them we may hear little 
Children in their Schools, whither they are ſent 
very early, ſuch as can ſcarce ſpeak plain, yet 
ſinging Pſalms under the Direction of their 
School-Miſtreſs ; and well-grown Lads under that 
of their School-Maſters ; by which they are al 
fitted to fing Pſalms to their Organs, on Sunday! 
eſpecially, with ſo agreeable an Harmony, as call 
not but take much with thoſe, who come thi- 
ther with a Deſign to do Honour to their Ma- 
ker. And I have been inform'd, that in moſt 
of our Free- Scholls there were Salaries origxaly 


ers, but for Maſters of Maſick too, to inftrut 
aun, Scholars in the Art of Singing; by which 
they learnt to ſpeak well, with an agrecabloAccen, 

| al 
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( 
and a good Command of their Voices, and to 
plead handſomely at the Bar, and to ſpeak with 
4 good Grace and a due Pathos from the Pulpit, 
when they happen'd to be call'd to thoſe Em- 
ployments in their maturer Years; and they 
were by that Care, well prepar'd to ſing his 
Praiſes, whoſe Providence had allotted them fo 
happy an Education, in the publick Aſſemblies 
of the Church. And I find Queen Elizabeth, in 
her Injunions, taking Notice that, 

— An ſome Pariſh-Churches here- Injuntt. 49. 
© tofore, there had been Livings ap- 
© pointed for the Maintenance of Men and Chil- 
© dren, to uſe ſinging in the Church; by mcans 
© of which, the laudable Service of Muſick had 
been had in Eſtimation, and preſerved in 
Knowledge. The Alienation of which Livings, 
ſhe then piouſly endeavour'd to prevent; and 
perhaps if due Enquiry were made after Lands 
given in this Kingdom, to ſuch truly Charitable 
Uſes, many facrilegions Embezlements might 
be diſcovered, and the Revenues happily re- 
turned to their original Purpoſes. K 
Plalmody, and that in Pariſh-Churches eſpeci- 
ally, has been by ſome very Learned Men, but 
for very inſufficient Reaſons, much diſcouraged 
among us; and when all Manner of Mulick be- 
ide has been ſo much improv'd, when our Ca— 
thedrals, and Royal, and College-Chappels have hcen 
wonderfully advanced both in Vocal and Inſtru- 
mental Harmony, Parochial Muſick has hecn ſo 
lighted in many Places, that the Clerks could 
ſcarce pretend to ſing to the Praiſe and Glory of 
bod, when ſo very few were able, or willing, 
to join in Conſort with them. Some travelling 
Teachers indeed of late Years have brought 
010g Men in ſome Country Pariſhes to ſing to- 


lerably. 


(26) 


lerably. The Pſalm-Tunes, though antient, are } 
not ſo contemptible Pieces of Muſick, as ſome © y 
would repreſent them; but our Gentlemen and 2 
great Men are generally above ſuch humble Diſ- E 
penſations, and the Muſick of the Theatre is more tt 
grateful to their Ears, where all the looſer MM 
Paſſions are indulged, than that of an Aſſembly Wot 
of Chriſtian People, in grave Tunes praiſing the Wn: 
Lord for his Goodneſs, and declaring the Wonder; I ſe 
he does for the Children of Men; and many are NC 
willing to gratify an Eunuch ſinging in an Opera, Wii 
in a much more liberal Manner than a Teacher {tri 
of Pſalmody, (though they too meet with noble Mil 
Encouragement from ſuch whoſe Hearts God has Mot 
rouch'd) for inſtructing Children, otherwiſe loſt Mot | 
in Ignorance and Vice, in the Principles of Re- Iſab 
ligion, Pſalmody, and other neceſſary Learning. 
And, inſtead of helping to mend our Pariſh- Nene. 
Muſick, ſuch Gentlemen are apt to pleaſe them- Nec 
ſelves with the Blunders of the Performers, and 
to deſpiſe and laugh at the whole Ordinance Noth 
for their Miſtakes. Yet certainly, if the Muſick {nc 
of the Church be compared with that of the The- Nu 
atre, the Advantage muſt lie wholly on the Side Wart 
of the former. No Heart can be ſo warmd eo 
with ſacred Enthuſiaſm by any Solo or Sonata, 3" H 
by a pious Hymn or Anthem well compos'd, and V 
well perform'd, or by a plain Pſalm $kilfully MM en 
ſung, with clear and tunable Voices, in a grand" he 
Conſort in the Houſe of God. The Muſick off N 
thoſe light and airy Sonnets may tickle the EA 
with Pleaſure for a while; the ſober Harmony" 4 
of a Pſalm or Anthem affects the Soul, make f t! 
laſting Impreſſions upon the Mind, and inſpire t 
the generous Breaſt with truly great and glori dot 
ous Thoughts, enflames the Spirits for the er 2 
bleſt Undertakings, ſuch as are the 7 1 
VI 
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wwe Love, Mercy, Juſtice, Charity, and every Thin 

me Þ© which tends to God's — and © Cm 
and and his Neighbour's Welfare. This kind of 
iſ. Harmony would lay the bluſtring Humours of 
ore the cowardly Hector, the malicious Anger of the 


ſes Man of pretended Honour, the fiery Temper 
nbly of the ſeditious Malecontent, the brutiſh Incli- 
the nations of the Slaves of Luſt ; and pious Words 
ders Mit to a lively and majeſtick Tune, with the 
are N Concert of good Voices and Inſtruments, would 
pera, gire the witty Atheiſt an Idea of ſomething ſo 
aber truly Divine, as would melt down his other- 


wie ſtubbern Heart, into the Acknowledgment 
1 bas Wof a Deity. But to expatiate in Commendation 
- loft Mof that which makes the very Fiends of Hell 
F Re- ſabmit; to lay together the Teſtimonies of ho- 
ning. I Men of old, concerning the Force and Influ- 


ariſh- Nence of P/almody, would be endleſs as well as 
chem- reedleſs. It's that without which the publick 
„ and NWorſhip of God can never be compleat ; which 


thing but Extremity of Perſecution can ſi- 


nance 

Muſick Nence; and the want of which, in ſuch Circum- 
e The- Nances, all the faithful People of God muſt 
ge Side Neartily deplore. It's the Food of humble and 
arm erout Souls, the Joy of Angels, the Foretaſt 
a4, I Heaven, and the Delight of that God, who 
d, and vorthy to be prais'd, and accepts of Praiſes 
kilfulp an Acknowledgment of that Honour due to 


s holy Name. | 
Kings then and Princes, Great Men, and the 
Jes of the Earth; young Men and Maids, old 


armony*» and Children, ought in this Manner to mag- 
makes ly their great Creator ; happy are thoſe whom 
inſpire bleſſed Maſter, when he comes, ſhall find 
d glorl doing! Happy are they who can ſo raiſe 


eir grovelling Thoughts from Earth, and all 
anfent Enjoyments ! Happy are thoie who 
lead 


4 
— res. 


- —— cn, — 


— * w 
1 — „ 


——— 


a — 


— — 


— —— 


—— — „ 


— 


— 
— 


a * 
—— — * 


——— 1 
N — a. — LEE Fra. cor = — 3 5. — — 2 W 1 - — * — , 2 
, : —_— OO - —_—— 


'( 28) 

lend their helping Hand to raiſe the Poor, the 
Deſtitute, the Orphan, the whole periſhing 
Tribe, from the Dunghil, and tune their pleaſant 
youthful Voices to Gratitude to God above, and to 
their Nene factors here below! How acceptable muſt 
ſo pious a Profuſion be, which ſpends it ſelf to re. 
ſcue, otherwiſe helpleſs Souls, from Hell, and to 
bring them Home to that Son of God, who laid 
down his own precious Life to redeem the Souls of 
the Poor, and ſuch as are cf out, as well as thoſe 
of the Rich and Great, from the Pains of eter- 
nal Death! If it were a good Evidence of the 
bleſſed Feſus's being the long expected Meſſi, 
that by and through him the Goſpel was preachd 
to the Poor, it will be an infallible Evidence, that th 
thoſe are the ſincere Servants of God, and ſuch WW, 
whoſe Worſhip he delights in, through whoſe 1 
generous Aſſiſtance, the Mouths of the Poor 
are filld with the Praiſes of God, and the Ch 
ſacred Choir fill'd up with ſuch as otherwiſe 
might have howl'd in eternal Torments. By 

this Chriſtian Care, we hope, through Gods 0 
Bleſſing, for a more effectual Reformation of Mu- Of 
ners, than any other Method has yet produced, wy 
We hope to fee God's Worſhip perform'd more 


exactly every Day, Pſalmody, even in Country at 
— * gradually — the higheſt Pei. mary 
fection, till all Perſons of Wealth grow aſham' UG 
of not putting their helping Hands to the Chr. — 
ſtian Education of the Poor and Ignorant; ti 5 Þ 
Men of the highes Quality be aſham'd to ſit | * 
lent, when all the Congregation, of which the 755 
are Members, are, with a loud Voice and ear "+4 
neſt Devotion, ſinging Praiſes to their Maker N 4e 


till all the meaner ſort of Chriſtians ſhall nan 
mouſly tune their Voices to his Honour; and ti 


ah in oh 
Our happily Reformed Britiſh Church appear * 
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Preſence of her Eternal Head, with all the glo- 
rious Ornaments of the King of Heaven, and 
; be yet more glorious within, and be in every Re- 
vant YN ſpect, fair as the Moon, bright as the Sun, and yet, 
my LL all her Enemies, terrible as an Army with Ban- 
1 ners. | 
And nothing can tend to this deſirable End 
a nore effectually, at preſent, than a juſt Encou- 
a nagement of choſe Officers, whoſe Buſineſs it is to 
ho lead the Pſalm in our Pariſh-Churches. What 
mol the Quire are in our Cathedrals, that they are 
© the in our Parochial Churches. The Order of the 
Singers in the primitive Church were the Original 
155 of theſe, as well as of the others; the Name of 
wy” Clerk ſignifies their Relation to the Clergy ſtill, 
auch tho* they are not ſtill formally ordained; and 
that of Pariſh Clerk determines the Places in 
— which they are to exerciſe their Faculty; and 
4 theſe, as the others had been in the Primitive 
Church, were firſt inſtituted to regulate and en- 
e Tſalmody, in the publick Aſſemblies of the 
Gods Lefermation: and theſe too, upon their apparent 
- Mar Fitneſs, may be admitted, on Occaſion, to the 
duces, J Oßßce and Order of Deacon or Prieſt, as of 
| more old : Their Buſineſs in our Church 15 to attend 
Country on the Biſhop, Prieſt, or Deacon, in the Perfor- 
i bel. Inance of ſuch Offices as belong to their ſeveral 
ham'l Orders; to take Care of ſuch Books as are in 


Uſe in the Church; to aſſiſt at making Collecti 
l ? ng Collections 
5 Fl bg publick Occaſions, eſpecially on Sacrament- 
R Ct f Days; to have the Veſtments of the officiating 
h the Cergy, and the Utenſils of the V. eftiary and the 


nd e % Table always in Readineſs ; to give Notice 


Maker to the Pariſh Prieſt or Curate of the Sick, or ſuch 
_ deſire any private Converſe with their Pa- 
and ti for Satisfaction in Matters of Doubt or 


uorance, and for leading the hole Congregation 
| in 


7 
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i ſinging of Pſalms, and a kind of Directors or 


Monitors to them, what Tune they are to ſing, 
and in what Key. Whence it's requir'd, « That 
| ce the Clerk of a Pariſh, who is 
Canon 91. © to be choſen, ſhould be of Twen- 
e ty Years of Age at leaſt, and 
&« known to the Parſon or Vicar to be of honeſt 
« Converſation, and ſufficient for his Reading; 
* Writing, and competent Skill in Singing, if it 
«© may be. And that he may be the more cer. 
tainly ſo qualified, the Canon determines that,. 
«© No Pariſh Clerk, upon any Vacation, ſhall be 
« choſen within the City of 
C. de Aditius. London, or elſewhere within 
ce the Province of Canterbury, A 
cc but by the Parſon or Vicar; or, where there 
cc js none, by the Miniſter of the Place for the 
c Time being. This Choice the Reformation 
Eccleſiaſtical Laws, compos'd by Cemmiſſioners in 
the Time of King Edward VI. would have et 
tled in the Curate and Church-Wardens ; but that 
proving an abortive Piece, the Law has ſettled it 
as before: And how ſome Pariſhes have vſurp( 
upon their Curates, and are always ſtruggling 
with them for the Choice of their Pariſh Clerks 
in this City, and elſewhere, would not perhap! 
be very hard to find out. As for the Inca 
ration of them into a Company, it's purely a Cw 
Privilege; it adds nothing to their Character 
nor alters the Nature of their Employment, ti 
ſome ſpiritual Advantages may be made fra 
that too. 

You then, my Brethren, are to remember, thi 
you are Servants in the Church, not Mafers 
not inferiour to the Body of the Levites unde 
the old Law, nor equal with the Prieſts: BU 
you are to act in your proper Stations - 


el 
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their Guidance, by a due Submiſſion to them; 
you are in a good Meaſure ſafe from all Tem- 
ptations to Irregularity, Lazineſs, or Preſum- 

on. | 

You are, as the Singers were of old, both un- 
der the Law and the Goſpel, to be humble, pru- 
dent, tract able, diligent in your Places, and to be 
devout, pious, innocent, and exemplary in your Lives 
and Converſations. 1 have known ſome of thoſe 
diſaffefted to our Church, and ſome who ſit very 
looſe to all — contend with their Prieſt, in 
hopes to thruſt a lewd unc apable Nretch into the 
Desk, and fo to eaſe the Pariſh of a Charge, at 
the Price of affronting God and his Miniſters, 
and throwing Dirt upon all the Duties of Reli- 
gion. You are to attend upon the officiating 
Clergy in all God's ſolemn publick Ordinances, and 
Men of Senſe will conclude, that you ought al- 
ways to be upon your Guard, to be habitually 
ſober, and ready to ſing to Ged with Grace in your 
Hearts, and to be always fit to communicate at 
God's holy Table: Your Body 1s ſtill a Part of the 
Clergy, and your i Behaviour will bring a Scan- 
dal upon the Church, as well as that of your Su- 
periours: And as our Eccleſiaſtical Laws puniſh 
the Vices of the Clergy, when flagrant, by Suſ- 
penſion, Excommunication, and Deprivation, as Oc- 
cation requires; ſo you, as an Incorporation, 
ought to admit none to be Members of your Bo- 
dy, whoſe Lives and Diſabilities make them a 
Diſgrace to you, and to caſt them out, if they 
fall into groſs Errors and Miſdemeanours; that 
ſuch as are unfit for thoſe of the Church, may 
have no Intereſt in your Civil Privileges. 

The Church has apointed Pſalms for every Day 
F every Month, by following her Choice you can 
ver b: genilty of any great Abſurdity; but 
leaving 
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leaving out, or putting in, or Skipping from Verſe 
to Verſe, on Pretence of making the Pſalm more 
pertinent to the Occaſion ; by which Means the 
Congregation are at a Loſs to find out what 
they are to ſing; or the Inconvenience muſt be 
prevented by that unharmonious and undecent Way 
of Reading every Line before it is ſung, by 
which Means the Remedy becomes as bad as the 
Diſeaſe. To do this, or to be wiſer than the 
Church in her Appointments, belongs neither to 
you, nor to the Pariſh Prieſt, but only to the 
Governours of the Church, and her Repreſentative 
conven'd lawfully in a National Synod. | 
The Choice of Pſalms on particulir Days, if 
needful, belongs to the Incumbent : If he leaves 
it to your Diſcretion, a modeſt Diſcretion would 
ct conſult him, who, as he's the proper Judze 
of what is fitteſt to preach; ſo he's the proper Ml 
Judge of what is fitteſt to ſing, for the Edifcati- ; 
on of the People. f 
The Meaſures in Which the Jewiſh and Chriſfi-M ir 
an Churches ſung their Pſalms, were not like ol 
ours, though the Hebrew Orioinal be ſometime: I |, 
Rhythme, but their Numbers little underſtood: yy 
Our vulgar Proſe comes neareſt to them, and the 
nobleſt Anthems are drawn from thence. But, 
ſince ſuch Pſalmody is above the Attainments o 4, 
our ordinary Congregations, all the Reform & 
Churches ling their Pſalms and Hymns in Rhythm do 
that rendring them more pleaſant to the Ear; of 
more eaſy to the Memory, and allowing them , 
more of Bre:th at the End of juſt ſo many y. per 
lables, than the proſaick Compoſitions uſuali ge; 
do. The Reform d Churches have alwavs been 
very ſhy of Alterations, tor fear of diſturbing tos 
Minds of well-meaning, but perhaps not ove 
critical, Chriſtians: Our Church has long * 
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the ame Way; and as I am ſatisfied, that 
Men may ſing Pſalms in Rhythme with as quiet 
and peaceable Minds, as they can ſins or ſay thoſe 
in Proſe, whatever a Learned 

Man may have inſinuated to Dr. Rich. Watſon. 
the contrary; ſo I cannot think 

our Church did amiſs, when ſhe retain'd the old 
Proſe Verſion in her Daily Service, notwith- 
ſtanding the Accuracy of the laſt Tranſlation in 
the Body of our Bibles : That old Tranſlation has 
been unanſwerably vindicated by the Learned 
Dr. Hammond, and others; and our beſt Compoſers 
ef Church Muſick have ſo generally choſen that 
old Tranſlation for their Hymns and Anthems, 
that I cannot, on that Reaſon, but have a great 
Regard to our old Rhythming Verſion of the 
Palms; and muſt, in my own Judgment, con- 
clude all Innovations dangerous, till ſuch Time as 
a National Synod ſhall lay one more correct be- 
fore the Three Eſtates in Parliament; which hav- 
ing the Royal Sanct ion added to it, would really 
oblige all the good Members of the Church of Eng- 
land, and be receiv'd, and made uſe of every 
where with Thankfulneſs. 

You, my Brethren, are Maſters of our Parochial 
Myfick, eſpecially where an Organ is wanting: 
And it's your Buſineſs and Intereſt not to con- 
found, but ro promote Harmony, and that 
doubtleſs is the Aim of every worthy Member 
of your Society : But to read every Line by one 
done, confounds all; it breaks the Senſe of every 
feriod; it breaks the Sweetneſs of every Ca- 
dence; it's a Practice therefore admitted of in 
w well-order'd Church, that of North-Britain only 
excepted, and it was brought hrſt into England 
by them in the Head of thoſe Rebellious Arms, 
which they rais'd avainſt the beſt of Churches, and 
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the beſt of Kings And certainly it's now Time 


to be aſhame 
vance. If this andecent Practice were entirely 
baniſh'd, all ſuch as could read, and deſir'd to 
ſing, would bring their Books with them ; ſuch 
as could not, would endeavour to get them þ 
Heart: The primitive Chriſtians had them all ſo; 
very many in the Foreign Reform'd Churches have 
been as induſtrions, and ſo would great Num- 
bers of our own, if that abſurd Cuſtom did not 
indulge their Lazineſs. 

As you are a Corporation, beſide your Power 
to caſt out unworthy Members, . you have ex- 


cellent Opportunities, at your weekly Meetings, to 


improve your ſelves in your Buſineſs; and you 
may ſettle ſuch Meaſures among your ſelves, it 
you are but true to your own Intereſts, as may 
advance Pſalmody, in and about this City, to a 
yet greater Perfection: You'll advance it eſpeci- 
ally by performing ir in your own Perſons, re- 
verently, devoutly, earneſtly, as if you your 
ſelves believ'd Pſalmody to be a Divine Ordinance 
The Behaviour of the Maſters of the Muſick, and 
of the Maſters of the Aſfemblies, has uſually a 
good Influence upon the whole Conſort. 1 hare 
often wonder'd to ſee many of car Clerry ſo ve- 
ry careleſs in the Matter; It may be many 
have not conſider'd the Matter, and ſo have in- 
dulged themſelves in fitting at the ſinging, tho 
they have food up at the reading Pſalms; for 
what Reaſons, they themſelves know belt; I am 
ſure they'll find it difficult ro ſhew me either 
the Prieſts er Levites under the Law, or the Biſnops, 
Prieſts, or Deacor-s, or Singers, under the Goſpel, fi- 
ting while they ſung the Praiſes of their God; ot 
any devout or humble Chriſtian, ſiting at an An- 


tem, in our Royal Chappels or Cathedrals. Tho 
| wv 


of ſuch an immuſical Contri- 
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me || who reverence one Ordinance, Will behave.them- 
tri- . Þ flves reverently at all; and Irreverence at one, 
rely may have a fatal Influence on Men in all the 
| to reſt. Singing to God is one part of the Beauty 
ſuch Ml of Holineſs; but it's miſerably tarniſh'd by an 
1 by WW indecent Behaviour in his own Houſe. 
ſo; Finally, Let not any of that Skill in. Muſick, 
have which God has bleſsd any of you with, be e- 
un- ver defiled by mingling with what's profane and 
not MWirreligious. You too are, God's Miniſters, and 
tho? it may be of ſeveral Profeſſions, yet all pe- 
ower Naliarly devoted to his Service; Let therefore no- 
2 ex- ding that is ſcandalous or offenſive to chaſt or 
5, to I nodeſt Ears, ever eed out of your Mouths : 
you {What Communication has Light with Darkneſs? 
s, if WWhat Communion has God with Belial ? Thus 
may tte Levites, thus the Singers were taught of Old. 
to a et but theſe Advices 745 with you, and 
ſpeci- then you and I, and all the whole: Iſrael. of Gyd, 
5, re- When we come in due Time to be tranſlated: to 
your Wie Church triumphant, to the Aſſembly of the Fioſt- 
nance. Worn, we ſhall there with Angels and Arch- An- 


&, and Nel, and all holy glorified Souls, ſing eternal Hal- 

Aly a Naja to the Head of the Church, the Son of 

haare Hood, our Saviour and Redeemer. 

ſo ve- einn 2 
many To Whom, with Thee O Father, and Thee O 

we in. Holy Ghoſt, Three Perſons, but One Infinite 

„ tho end Eternal G 0 PD, be given, as is moſt due, 

for l Honour, Glory, Praiſe, Power, Might, Ma- 

| am eity, and Dominion, now, henceforth, and for 
either Nrermore. Amen. Amen. N 8 

Biſhops, | , 5 

21, it- 

d; or 

an An- 
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| Man ſhall ſee the Lord. Divided into XX VI Chap 
ters. One whereof being read every Lord's-Day and 
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Printed; And are to be Sold by]. Downing 
Bartholomew - Cloſe near Weſt-Smithfield, 


HE Principles and Duties of the Chriſtian 


Religion, conſider'd and explain'd; in or- 
| der to retrieve and promote the Chriſtian 
Life, or that Holineſs, without which no 


—_— the whole will be read over thrice in the 
Year. With a Collection of ſuitable Devotions, &. 
for ſeveral Occaſions. By J. Mapleteft, D. D. The 
Second Edition correfted and enlarged. 

The Divine Original and Incomparable Excellency 
of the Chriſtian Religion, as founded on the Holy 
Scriprures, aſſerted and vindicated in VIII Sermons, 
preach'd at the Lecture founded by the Honourable 
Robert Boyle Eſq; in the Year of our Lord 1710. By 
Joſiah Wiwadward, D. D. 

Juſt Meaſures of the pious Inſtitution of Youth; 
according to the plain Maxims of the Goſpel. Con- 
tainin Go great and fundamental Duties of the Chr: 
ſtian Religion. w Parts. 24Edit. By George Monro,M.A. 

The Advices of a Father to his Children on the 
Subject of Religion: wherein the Principal Truths 
of Chriſtianity are eſtabliſh'd, and irs principal Du- 
ties enforced. With ſhort ſuitable Prayers to each 


Head of Diſcourſe. In Two Parts. By 7. Spavan, M.A. 


The Hiſtory of Churches in England: Wherein i 
ſhewn, the Time, Means, and Manner of Founding, 


- Building and Endowing of Churches, both Cathedril 


and Rural, with their Furniture and Appendages. By 
Thomas Staveley Eſq; late of the Inner-Temple. 

The Practice of true Devotion, in Relation to the 
End, as well as the Means of Religion. ; 

The Deveut Pſalmodiſt: Two Sermons. I. Concerning 
ſinging Pſalms with Devotion and Melody. II Shen. 
ing the Indecency and Irreverence of ſitting at tht 
finging ſolemn Praiſes to God In Two Parts. ! 
John Burroughs, Rector of Trufham in Devon. Price z. 


